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Biophilia develops from the principles of green urbanism which 

is the interaction of human and nature activities within the 

urban fabrics. Biophilia serves a better understanding of the 

ecological perspective in landscape planning. The integration of 

building and ecological resources as presented in Changi Airport, 

Singapore extends the perceptions of green infrastructure from 

a human and natural perspective. The remarkable garden design 

in Changi Airport increases the emotional affiliation of humans 

towards nature outside the boundary of airport functions. The 

concepts are used to reconnect the human mind from unnatural 

thinking to the natural remedy that brings peace of mind. 

Research in biophilic discusses the influence of nature on human 

cognitive and mental health such as the feeling of freshness, 

safety, amazement, comfort, authenticity, energy, joy, peace, 

and relaxation. Therefore, these suggested that the concept 

of biophilic, the exposure of humans to nature can transform 

negative feelings into positive ones. 

Water is an important element in our life which sometimes 

discussed potentially give problems to a development. The 

high maintenance issue to the clients makes the designer 

prefer to avoid design with water elements rather than make 

it the functional part in development. With this, the role of 

water is silently debated in the green infrastructure concept 

which becomes the gap that needs to be revisited. Water-sen

sitive design approaches do have a role in the water resource 

management of green infrastructure. River of Life project, Kuala 

Lumper indicates the significant role of the Klang River in the 

center of Kuala Lumpur to save from water pollution.Accordingly, 

the river cleaning and beautification project is believed to give a 

high impact on transforming the ecosystem in the city center as 

well as reconnecting people with nature. The functional value of 

water to the different land use types as the water resources for 

supply, quality, and maintenance do contribute to the natural 

environments. The re-establishment of green-blue infrastructure 

in small or big-scale projects by considering water resources 

for natural elements balances the condition of the landscape 

strategies. Therefore, the appropriate management plan of wa

ter-sensitive design stabilizes the development by providing 

long-term sustainability of urban green space. 

THE CHALLENGES 

The developing country of Malaysia does have a lot of potential 

and opportunity in the planning of green infrastructure. 

Policy-makers, practitioners, researchers, and the public play 

an important role in the sustainability of green infrastructure 

to be well functioned. According to the POCA cycle model, four 

key assessments are to be strategized. Firstly, at the national or 

local level, the planning stage is where the sustainable planning 

of green infrastructure starts. Related acts and policies, for 

ex�mple, become the key to achieving the goal of better green 

infrastructure planning. The establishment of the acts can 

re-enforce and strengthen the quality of landscape development 

to benefit human wellbeing and increase the quality of life. 

Secondly, the practitioner needs to follow the development 

RESEARCH 

guidelines accordingly. The practice of "how to do" and "do 

it correctly" increase the function of green infrastructure in 

development Besides, the practitioner suggested always 

updating with the latest knowledge, innovation, and 

technology so that the profession, as well as the proposed 

design, will be always reliable for landscape development. 

Then, the researcher and public are responsible to assess the 

green infrastructure and whether it contributes to humans, 

nature, and functions. The research needs to align with the 

improvements in facing the upcoming issues. Lastly, the 

review and revisit of the acts and policies by the stakeholders 

require highlighting and debating the relevancy of the act to 

work within the current and future situations. As suggested 

by Mell (2016). four key components of maintaining continuity 

include: 

1. The policy environment influences green 

infrastructure development. 

2. The actors and/or stakeholders engaged with the 

development of green infrastructure policy and 

practice. 

3. Assessments of the scalar differences in green 

infrastructure investment in each location and 

the influence this has on the spatial distribution of 

resources. 

4. Evaluations of the temporal changes in the 

production of green infrastructure policy and its 

subsequent delivery. 

The illustration of green infrastructure provides a positive 

impact especially in facing the unlimited issues in the 

cities. Nature is a promising solution for human needs 

but yet requires better knowledge and understanding to 

be reasonable. Besides, the existing knowledge of green 

infrastructure, further understanding will be always required 

to increase the potential as well as to prevent unknown 

constraints. Improvement of human health, wellbeing, and 

quality of life is the goal to achieve in landscape planning 

which needs to be considered by all stakeholders. 
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