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UHAMMAD Amirullah
Zulkifli was halfway to
finishing -ar Enginsering
degriee at the Internaticnal
Isiamic University af
Malzy=ia before deciding to :ak= an a different
shudy path, After putting mucs thoug bt into
it, he changed his programme (o English
Literature &t the same universily,

His decicion to dive deeper into the English
Litergture sourse was not abrupt 2s he'had
devaloped a pussion for teaching after being
ecdad in cormmunihy sesvice programeEmes
that provide assistance i education far

children in the rural areas of Sabah and
Sarawak. d

I hadinerans thatlshould gointoteaching
or anywhere that goes along the lines of
facilitating and sccial wark,” he s3id.

While he was doing-the course, he
GISCOVRREE O B rl'..‘bh'ty.

"It wezs not all about wrili-wg essays and
tinns, it was slse about creating
& products. Lecturers wers sa
creative in gling aut asskgnments.

“lwas inwvelved i a propect that required
me 1o design a magszine using Adsbe
'nDesign. Who would’ve thought tha: an
English student would utitise this skl but

did it.
"I 2lz0 complated a few assignments an
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creating widees and short films based on
short storiga

“albsugh many quastioned my decision :

to persue Arts and Humanities, this
eaurse geve me mare han ensugh skbls
Lo wenture into business and the indusiry.
Itswersatilityand serksaresndless,” said
Muhammad Armirullahwho is werking as
a customer aperafions specialist a1 Shell
Malaysia.

Today, a degres is expectad in the job
markat. &z the world undergoes rapid
technatogical developmeant, studznts turn
away Irom thé Hurnanities and are inclined
towards Scence, Technolegy, Erginsering
and Mzthem eaurses [STEM]. Thiz issua
has raised conoeras about the value of Arts

and Humanities degrees.

Arls and Humanities are academic
disciplnes concerning cultural and socisl
studies with courses like languages,
literature, histary, philasaphy, music and
filrn studies.

Gradisatasin thase degreaareaften ariticised
on witiether thay would e workforce ready.

“In the age of industrislisation, STEM
courses are highly preferred by the industry.
There is no doubt that our mindsel iy shaged
by thies.

“Language or other Arts and Humanities
courses continue (o be reqarded as easy.
Some even say that the only viable career
for graduates in these courses is teaching,”
said Muhammad Amirullah
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Universiti Malavsia Kelentan Faculty of Creative Technology and Heritage students making o croditionoel musical instriment ssing bamboo during @ prograimme,

Aceording o Uninersili Malaysiz Kelantan
statistics, there has been a significant crop in
the numoer of students apodving ta the Faculty of
Creative Technology and Herjtage over The gast
three yasrs. !

Fhilozophy and Current kssues LactererDr Fair-
uz A'dilah Rusdi said that under the
fzculty, the university offess caurses
such as Heritage Litsrature, Heritage
Censeoation, Coltural Heritage and
Barforming Aris.

Fairuz egread that same may have
neglected the impartance of these
degréds while conlinumng o have
mistoncaptions about them

“Oftan, we hear that students wha
ga inta this stream of studies ars not
servart enaugh o do nol de well curm-
pared to thase in the ather fields of
studies.

“Arts and Humanities majors are also often
labelled second-best and less hard-working who
will end wp nat =s2curing a comforable job. Even
wiorse, thess studants ars aften mesjudged as want-
ing tochave it easy or escaps e harsher realibes
of life.

“This, however, is very differsnt
frarm the perceptions that oome with
being in he Schencs slream.

“Parhags, lack ol ewareness and
eppreciation of Aris and Humanities
have created misconceptions about
such tourses,

“In spme countries, arts and cul
ture are placed on par with the sai-
ences dueta higher appraciatan of tha ¢
socisties, backed by goverment sup-
port te uplift these courses,” sha said.

Fairuz soded that society ought fo
akerther genceptions by reslising that
Both strezms have their prosand cons.

Ml Amin

Dr Fatruz A'dilah
Ruseli

Hur Sabrit
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" student inclived towards the Arts or Hurmzni-
fites il el betier inThese sludies hesy have the
passion fp them. The same goes far students wath
nclination toweards STEM fields: they will fall bekind

wathaut genuine inferest in the courses,

“Farants ton play & big role. They should nob
expact thair children to follcis theirwish-
es i choosing a caurse or what socisty
sppraves or commends. Let children
hawe £ say in what they want to gursus
and engage in, and not expect them to
fulfil sacietal expectations.” g

Mubamoned Amirgilsk pointed out
that the prajudics and missonception of
the rte et Hurmanities coursis ara tha
resull of ignornoe or knowladee gap,

“Te correct misconceptons. we nesd
explanatian. It is important to enlightsa
scoety on Arts ane Humanites courses
and proactively discuss the impartancs
af the coursas ta the industrny. In fact, tha courses
Serve 3s 3 strong suppart system ta STEMT he
addad.

MORE THAN WORDS
Arts 2nd Humanities subjects deal with the study
¥ man antd saciety, aswell as everything
that has to dowith Life and experiences,
Fairuz said.

“Thiecorcern indmidusls as anenh-
ty. individuals within a collective struc-
sure, pecpls inthe pastand pressnt, end
Fion o mgrrow: Shie el -baring of manin
regards to language, culture, raligion
ahiiocsoghy End others

“Wrtz and Humanitizs students have
»  manyunderrated advantzges, They are

wnam for their critical mind and are

well-rezd
“The gwdents have a strong grasp
of cerment issues. They are trained o 22 inguisi-

The stucdents

havea
strong grasp of
CHUFFERL iSsues,
They are trained
to be inguisitive,
ariclviical,
interpretative and
regedy fo come up
with solutions.™

DR FAIRUZ A'DILAH
RUSDI

University Malzysia Balanan
Pritpsaphy and Current

tive, analytical, interpretstive and ready ta comea
upwith saletions.”

Falruz addad that these degrees ara impartant
and are of wales o socioly,

"They sre crucial in promoting thinking such
as why we were created, how we have avolved and
ses the potentialiles of a persen in society.

"Siudents with a high cognitive intalligence
rhay lack ematgaal yuelient =0k to g=al with

El apcdrumis cmbedded in hemanities
corses and deal wilh ellective communicetan,
buitding quality melstionships and eropativg, These
are the critical factors thal shape he valueof our
seociety today,” sha said.

Third-year Universiti Malays student MurSabe-
i b Arnin apted fora degres in Arts and Humani-
ties z5 she iz keen o0 being imabved indiscussions
that challange her thinking.
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Uimtversiti Molaysio Kelandan “teniar™is acilnal cenvewdtich extribits differcnt (ypes

of weaving,

Petilcdesips and handicrafts. Tiafee seyves gea student labfor the Faculivof Creative Techmodogy

arrd Heritape,
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Universiti Malaysia Kelantan Facuity of Lreaiive Lt

According to Universiti Malaysia Kelantan "Alstudentinclingdtuwar
statistics, there has been a significant drop in ttesvﬂllexcet better in these
the number of students applying to the Faculty of passion for them. The same

inclination towards STEM fie

Creative Technology and Heritage over the past vara ‘
three years. without genuine interest in l
Philosophy and Current lssues lecturer Dr Fair- “Parents too play a t?rg
expect their childr

uz Adilah Rusdi said that under the
faculty, the university offers courses
such as Heritage Literature, Heritage
Conservation, Cultural Heritage and

es in choosing a «
approves Or COIT
have a say in wha
and engage in, al

Performing Arts.

Fairuz agreed that some may have fulfil societal expe
neglected the importance of these Muhammad £
degrees while continuing to have that the prejudice
misconceptions about them. the Arts and Hum

Often, we hear that students who result of ignoranc

“To correct mi

go into this stream of studies are not
smart enough or do not do well com- DrFairuz A’ explanation. Itis

pared to those in the other fields of Rusdi society on Arts af
studies. and proactively d

“Arts and Humanities majors are also often of the courses to the indus
labelled second-best and less hard-working who serve as a strong suppori
will end up not securing a comfortable job. Even added. |
worse, these students are often misjudgedaswant- 1 |
ing to have it easy or escape the harsher realities '
of life. . Arts:

“This, however, is very different ,
from the perceptions that come with
being in the Science stream.

“Perhaps, lack of awareness and
appreciation of Arts and Humanities
have created misconceptions about
such courses. :

“In some countries, arts and cul-
ture are placed on par with the sci-
ences due to higher appreciation of the
societies, backed by goverment sup=
port to uplift these courses,” she said.

Fairuz added that society ought to -. >

alter their perceptions by realisingthat
both streams have their pros and cons. of current issues. They




